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et’s face it; the graying of America has started.

With 10,000 people a day turning 65, the need to

embrace these patients with products that serve

their needs is enormous. There have been quan-
tum leaps in new dental materials, products and equipment.
However, few to none of these products provide the denture
patient with an economical and practical solution. In
today’s landscape, implant therapy only reaches three to five
percent of the population, leading most of these patients to
rely on cumbersome adhesive products. Many dentists I talk
to don’t want to get involved with dentures or partials
because the end result is a frustrated doctor and patient.
With seniors living longer we must offer this set of patients
that has never been given options a predictable, economic
and aesthetic solution. Narrow-diameter implants (NDIs)
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to be the first treatment of
choice when dealing with
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the lower edentulous arch.

In my experience, I rarely see a long-term edentulous ridge
6mm in buccal lingual dimension, the width needed to
encase a standard body implant properly in bone. Additional
procedures are often necessary to increase the buccal lingual
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“[The patient] was completely satisfied with

the retention of his new lower denture, more

importantly with the ease and speed of how the

entire procedure was accomplished.”
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Author's Bio

Dr. Paresh Patel is a graduate of UNC-CH School of Dentistry and the MCG/AAID MaxiCourse. He is the co-founder of the American
Academy of Small Diameter Implants and is a clinical instructor at the Reconstructive Dentistry Institute. Dr. Patel has placed more
than 2,500 mini implants and has worked as a lecturer and clinical consultant on mini implants for various companies. He can be

reached at pareshpateldds2@gmail.com or online at www.dentalminiimplant.com.
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